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that is right here in our backyard. We felt that 
Paleozoic Trackways would most greatly bene-
fit from a YP grant by putting the funds toward 
preservation and education – two key environ-
mental concepts.”

The Paleozoic Trackways in the Robledo 
Mountains were discovered 22 years ago by Jer-
ry MacDonald. The grassroots effort started in 
2005, and the foundation focused on bringing 
to public attention the importance of the finds 
and working to make the area a national monu-
ment, which was signed on March 30, 2009. 

The foundation is dedicated to educating 
the public that the first discovery was not just 
occasional tracks, but contains fossilized tracks 
extending more than 20 feet and evidence of 
a petrified forest rising from the desert floor. 
Recently discovered petrified wood is unique 
and rare as it contains preserved wood cells, 
which are exceptionally valuable for research 
scientists. 

With the creation of the Prehistoric Track-
ways National Monument, the focus of the 
foundation turned to obtaining the necessary 
funding to maintain the site and exhibit the re-
markable discoveries uncovered there. 

“This year, the Young Philanthropists Grant 

Committee thought long and hard about 
which local organization would best represent 
our theme for environmental awareness,” said 
Veronica Lowe, a YP contributor and member 
of the grant committee. “With this grant, they 
plan to educate the public about the prehistor-
ic pathways near Las Cruces and they hope to 
lead student field trips and spread knowledge 
about this important discovery. We congratu-
late and thank all of the other entries for their 
participation.”

The Community Foundation of Southern New 
Mexico is dedicated to helping the Southern New 
Mexico community now, and in the future. Founded 
in 2000, the Community Foundation offers opportu-
nities for local people who want to give back locally. 
The beauty of the Foundation is that you need not 
be wealthy to make a positive difference in the lives 
of people throughout our area. Through the estab-
lishment of permanent funds you can sustain local 
charitable organizations, provide scholarships to 
area students and fulfill wishes that are close to your 
heart. Through our planned giving programs, you 
can honor loved ones or leave a legacy that benefits 
the people of Southern New Mexico for generations to 
come. The Community Foundation of Southern New 
Mexico can advise you on how best to maximize con-
tributions, no matter what size. For more informa-
tion see our website at www.cfsnm.org or call Luan 
Wagner Burn, Ph.D., at 575.521.4794. To donate, 
mail your check to CFSNM, 301 South Church St., 
Suite H, Las Cruces, NM 88001. 
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KOA Campground 
awarded

The Las Cruces KOA Campground has 
been awarded the 2011 KOA president’s and 
founder’s awards by Kampgrounds of Amer-
ica Inc., the world’s largest system of family-
friendly campgrounds. The awards were 
presented Tuesday, Nov. 8, at KOA’s annual 
International Convention in Las Vegas, Nev.

The KOA President’s Award is presented 
annually to campgrounds that receive high 
scores in customer service from their camp-
ers, and also receive top scores in KOA’s an-
nual Quality Review.

The KOA Founder’s Award, named in 
honor of Dave Drum, who founded KOA 
on the banks of the Yellowstone River in 
Billings, Montana in 1962, is given to those 
campgrounds that attained the very top 
scores in both customer service and the KOA 
Quality Review. KOA surveys hundreds of 
thousands of campers each year regarding 
their KOA camping experience.

“Our campers play a key role in helping 
us select the very best KOA campgrounds to 
receive these awards,” said Kampgrounds of 
America Inc. President Pat Hittmeier. 

NMEDP searches 
for CEO

The New Mexico Economic Develoment 
Partnership (NMEDP), the state of New 
Mexico’s business recruiting organization, 
launched its search for president and chief 
executive officer.

“With a talented workforce, competi-
tive land and utility costs and a great qual-
ity of life, New Mexico is a state that can 
provide many opportunities for success for 
businesses looking to relocate or expand,” 
said Economic Development Secretary Jon 
Barela whose agency oversees the Partner-
ship. “We are seeking the right person can 
promote the state to key business decision 
makers and recruit companies which will 
create jobs for New Mexicans.”

 The NMEDP board of directors is seek-
ing an experienced economic development 
professional with 10 or more years of expe-
rience to lead the organization. The success-
ful candidate will be a performance-oriented 
individual with a progressive track record of 
management within economic develop-
ment organizations and is primarily focused 
on leading and participating in the business 
development and recruiting process. 

 All résumés are due by Nov. 30. For 
more information, email judi.sandoval@
state.nm.us. 

 

However, there is still at least one factor that 
will affect holiday spending – gas costs. 

In 2011, gas prices reached as high as $5 per 
gallon in some parts of the U.S., and southern 
New Mexico saw $3.90 per gallon and more at 
some stations. 

“For every 1 cent gas prices increase, con-
sumers lose about $4 of spending power,” 
Huhmann said. “Gas has come down, but was 
still higher in 2011 than 2010.” 

High gas prices don’t just hurt the consum-
ers. Increased transportation costs for manu-
facturers and retailers could cause increased 
retail prices this year. 

“The higher transportation cost could be 
the 3 percent increase that economists are 
predicting,” Huhmann said. “After talking to 
people early in the fall, most people said they 
were planning to spend about the same or a 
little less, telling me there might be a 1 percent 
drop, which is still bad news for retailers.” 

America has also seen an increase in anoth-
er necessity – food. 

According to Reuters.com, more than one-
third of U.S. consumers expect rising food prices 
to cause them to cut back on holiday spending. 

The all-food consumer price index (CPI) 
projected a 1 percent increase throughout 
2011. The CPI for all food increased 0.4 per-
cent from August to September, increased 0.5 
percent from July to August and was 4.7 per-
cent above level as of September. 

These increased food costs could cause 
Americans to cut back spending. 

The National Retail Federation predicted 
the average American will spend $704.18, 
down $14.80 from last year. 

However, Palmer said it appears stores at 
the mall looked stocked as normal. 

Huhmann said he expects stores to keep 
their inventory levels on the low side “just in 
case.”

“We expect the November numbers to be 
up,” said Palmer, adding that the mall will be 
staffed for a typical Black Friday crowd. “I 
think retailers are counting on any increased 
spending to come from Black Friday weekend 
performances. People are in the best price and 
bargain mode.”

Palmer said Sears and JCPenny are opening 
at 4 a.m. Friday, Nov. 25, and the mall opens 
at 6 a.m. 

“It would be great to have a good holiday 
season because it is always a good prediction 
for the coming year’s economy,” Huhmann 
said. 
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8. Las Cruces Farmers & Crafts Market. 
Almost every year, my mom would buy me 
jewelry for Christmas. It was always unique 
and I have cherished each piece. Little did I 
know, she was going to local jewelry shops 
and the farmers market to purchase these 
unique pieces. Farmers markets also have 
paintings, crafts, clothing and much more. 

9. Auto work. Currently, my car looks 
like a closet because of all the boxes and 
clothes that are sitting in its trunk. A great 
gift this holiday season is a gift card to have 
your car detailed or a free oil change from a 
local auto shop. 

10. “Las Cruces: A Photographic Jour-
ney.” If you are looking for the most local 
gift this season, look no further than the Las 
Cruces Bulletin’s centennial book. The coffee 
table book contains more than 280 pages of 
Las Cruces over the past 100 years and is the 
perfect gift for any southern New Mexican. 

As you plan your list to Santa, don’t 
let Christmas drain Las Crucens’ pocket 
books or send our money overseas to 
foreign companies. Lets keep southern 
New Mexico’s money where it belongs – in 
southern New Mexico. 

My shoe size is a 7, and I like anything 
with chile in it. Email me at samantha@
lascrucesbulletin.com.

Shop local
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