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Purchasing a home requires good credit.
The quickest way to lose your hard-

earned credit score is to have an unauthor-
ized scammer access your credit fi le. The 
quickest way to protect your good credit 
is to use a tool called the “credit security 
freeze.” In essence, the “freeze” locks, or 
freezes, access to your credit reports and 
scores so that potential creditors, aspiring 
thieves and other third parties won’t be 
able to poke around in your fi les unless you 
give them the OK.

Who may take advantage of this protec-
tive gizmo? Any New Mexico consumer 
is eligible to order a 
freeze, but keep in mind 
that freezing a credit 
fi le slows down the ap-
proval process for any 
type of credit you may 
want to obtain. 

To place a freeze on 
your credit fi les, you 
can simply submit a 
request to each of the 
three credit bureaus: 
Experian, TransUnion 
and Equifax. The 
bureaus are obligated to 
put the freeze in place 
within three business 
days if they receive 
the request by mail, or 
within 15 minutes if 
they receive the request by a secure elec-
tronic method (such as the credit bureau’s 
website) or by telephone. Once the freeze 
is in place, the credit bureaus will issue you 
a pin number so that you can unlock your 
fi les at will.

For consumers over the age of 65 and/
or those who have been the victims of 
identity theft, the credit-reporting agencies 
will initiate the service at no charge. For the 
rest of the population, putting the freeze 
in place will cost $10 at each of the three 
repositories. 

The freeze will stay in place until you 
say otherwise, but certain entities will still 
have access to your information. Your 
current creditors and collection agencies 

acting on their own behalf are two such 
entities. Other creditors who want to make 
offers of credit will have access to your 
“credit header,” but won’t be able to access 
your actual fi le.

Government agencies will also be 
allowed to nose around in your fi les if 

they’re collecting child 
support payments, 
taxes or investigating 
Medicaid fraud. Search 
warrants, administra-
tive orders and subpoe-
nas issued by govern-
ment agencies are also 
keys that can easily 
unlock your fi les. 

Security freezes can 
be lifted for a brief pe-
riod of time by paying a 
$5 fee to each reposi-
tory. As in the initiation 
process, senior citizens 
over 65 years of age and 
folks who have been the 
victims of identity theft 
are not charged the fees.

To learn all there is 
to know about security freezes, fraud alerts 
and identity theft, contact any or all of the 
three credit bureaus and the Federal Trade 
Commission. They have the defi nitive an-
swers you need to protect your good credit.

 
Gary Sandler is the president of Gary Sandler 

Inc. Realtors in Las Cruces and the host of Gary 
Sandler’s Real Estate Connection, broadcast each 
Monday from 4 to 6 p.m. on KSNM-AM 570. 
Sandler also publishes the Real Estate Connection 
newsletter, is a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Downtown Las Cruces Partnership, and 
is the 2007 recipient of the New Mexico Broad-
casters Association Talk Show Host of the Year 
award. Questions or comments may be directed to 
Sandler at 525-2400 or gary@garysandler.com or 
www.garysandler.com.

Courtesy of the Community Foundation of 
Southern New Mexico

The Community Foundation of Southern 
New Mexico (CFSNM) believes the beauty of 
a foundation is that you need not be wealthy 
to make a positive difference in the lives of 
people throughout the area. It is that belief 
that drives the CFSNM to work with a wide 
variety of charitable ideas and see them 
through fruition. 

Mesilla Valley Preservation Inc., an orga-
nization dedicated to preserving the architec-
tural legacy of the Mesilla Valley, was looking 
for a partner organization such as the CFSNM 
– one that understood the needs, strengths and 
potential of the Mesilla Valley.

“As a small nonprofi t corporation, using 
the CFSNM for a temporary fund lets us 
concentrate on our core mission,” said Eric 
Liefeld, president of Mesilla Valley Preserva-
tion. “The foundation does the accounting, 
provides reports and even acknowledges and 
thanks donors on our behalf. We also fi nd that 
being affi liated with the CFSNM gives our 
donors confi dence.”

Mesilla Valley Preservation opened a tem-
porary fund with the CFSNM so it could begin 
working on preserving and protecting historic 
properties through direct ownership, long-
term stewardship and collaboration, education 
and training regarding the value of preserva-
tion, preservation techniques, traditional con-
struction technology, local architectural his-
tory and the history and culture of southern 
New Mexico. It also provides outreach, advice, 
technical assistance and fi nancing coordina-
tion for owners of historic properties. 

“We are also working with the community 
foundation to explore other collaborative op-
portunities of mutual interest,” Liefeld said. 

Through the establishment of temporary 
and permanent funds, organizations such as 
Mesilla Valley Preservation can accept chari-

table contributions to further their mission 
without going through all the requirements of 
becoming a nonprofi t. Establishment of funds 
can sustain local charitable organizations, 
provide scholarships to area students and fulfi ll 
wishes that are close to the heart. 

Through planned giving programs, donors 
can honor loved ones or leave a legacy that 
benefi ts southern New Mexico for generations. 
As they did with Liefeld and his organization, 
the CFSNM can advise on how best to maxi-
mize contributions, no matter what size. 

Currently, the CFSNM manages 34 non-
profi t endowments and 40 private endow-
ments. Endowments are permanent funds that 
are created through a legal agreement, and 
then professionally managed by the CFSNM. 
Once an endowment is created, the principal 
lasts forever, and continues to produce earn-
ings which can then be used to support its 
intended purpose. In addition to the portion 
of the funds used for the program, a portion 
of earnings is returned to the principal of the 
endowment and a portion is earmarked for 
management of the endowment. 

The CFSNM also manages fi ve scholar-
ships, three donor-advised funds and 15 
temporary funds, allowing donors several 
opportunities to fi nd a cause that fi ts their 
charitable desires. Through the CFSNM, do-
nors can contribute with cash, publicly-traded 
stock, closely-held stock, property, will and 
bequest assets, charitable remainder trusts, 
charitable lead trusts, life insurance policies 
and IRA/retirement plans.

For more information on Mesilla Valley 
Preservation, visit www.mvpres.org.

The Community Foundation of Southern New 
Mexico is dedicated to helping the Southern New 
Mexico community now, and in the future. Founded 
in 2000, the CFSNM offers opportunities for people 
who want to give back locally. For more information, 
visit our website, www.cfsnm.org, or call Luan Wag-
ner Burn at 521-4794.
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  To place a 
freeze ... you can 
simply submit a 

request to each of 
the three credit 
bureaus.   

Credit information resources

Equifax
P.O. Box 105788, Atlanta, GA  30348
800-685-1111 • www.equifax.com

Experian
P.O. Box 9554, Allen, TX  75013

800-685-1111 • www.experian.com

Trans Union
P.O. Box 6790, Fullerton, CA  92834

800-680-7289 • www.transunion.com

Federal Trade Commission
600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC  20580

877-382-4357 • www.ftc.gov


