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When Malynda Chizek was growing up in 
rural Iowa, she would look up into the night 
sky and dream of becoming an astronomer. 
Now at the age of 25, Chizek is watching her 
dream unfold as she attends New Mexico 
State University in pursuit of her Ph.D. in 
astronomy.    

“I have been interested in physical science 
for as long as I can remember, especially 
astronomy because of the fantastic view of the 
night sky,” Chizek said, noting the major ben-
efits to continuing education. “I am pursuing 
my dream of becoming a professional as-
tronomer, and I get to travel all over the world 
and make connections with other scientists 
doing research that’s related to mine.”

To help with the rising cost 
of tuition and expenses related 
to attending graduate school, 
Chizek applied for and received 
the Kevin T. Riedel Scholarship 
available through the Commu-
nity Foundation of Southern 
New Mexico – a scholarship 
that has personal, financial and 

educational paybacks associated with it. 
In 2004, Riedel was killed by a drunken 

driver while on his way to a soccer tourna-
ment in California. After Kevin’s death, the 
Las Cruces Soccer Referee and High Noon 
Soccer associations created the Kevin T. Riedel 
Memorial Scholarship in an effort to keep 
Riedel’s memory alive and provide financial 
support to students who need it. To be eligible 
for the scholarship, students must have a 
strong soccer background.

“I am happy to be receiving a scholarship 
in memory of someone who encouraged 
growth in soccer here in Las Cruces, and I 
hope to be able to add to the soccer com-
munity through my coaching and refereeing,” 

Chizek said. 
For Chizek, continuing her 

higher education presents its 
difficulties.

“Starting my professional life 
and continuing with soccer and 
other non-academic activities I en-
joy can be a struggle,” said Chizek, 
who decided to attend NMSU for 
her advanced studies following a 
summer internship in Socorro for 
the National Radio Astronomy 

Observatory. “I thought New Mexico was a 
beautiful state and would be fun to live in, so 
I looked at the astronomy program here and 
found research opportunities here that I am 
interested in.” 

While in Las Cruces, Chizek continues to 
focus on the sport that made Riedel proud. 

“I am involved with the soccer community 
in Las Cruces as an assistant coach with my 
cousin’s soccer team in the High Noon Soccer 
League, and I also am a referee with High Noon 
and Mesilla Valley Soccer leagues,” she said.

For more information on scholarships, visit 
www.cfsnm.org.

The Community Foundation of southern New 
Mexico is dedicated to helping the Southern New Mexi-
co community now, and in the future. Founded in 2000, 
the CFSNM offers opportunities for local people who 
want to give back locally. The beauty of the foundation 
is that donors need not be wealthy to make a positive 
difference in the lives of people in our area. Through the 
establishment of permanent funds, donors can sustain 
local charitable organizations, provide scholarships to 
area students and fulfill wishes that are close to their 
heart. Through our planned giving programs, donors 
can honor loved ones or leave a legacy that benefits the 
people of southern New Mexico for generations to come. 
The CFSNM can advise donors on how best to maxi-
mize contributions, no matter what size.

Astronomy student 
benefits from ‘dream’ 
soccer scholarship
25-year-old researcher sets sights on the stars

Malynda Chizek is congratulated by Las Cruces Soccer Referee Association President 
Bill Lindemann for receiving the Kevin T. Riedel Scholarship.

City seeks members 
for labor board

The City of Las Cruces is seeking applica-
tions for appointment to the City of Las Cru-
ces Labor Management Relations Board. The 
board will be composed of three members 
appointed by the mayor and approved by City 
Council. One member shall be appointed on 
the recommendation of individuals represent-
ing labor, one member shall be appointed on 
the recommendation of the city administra-
tor and one member shall be appointed on the 
recommendation of the first two appointees. 
Those interested in volunteering time and ex-
pertise may download the board application at 
www.las-cruces.org under the “shortcuts” tab. 
Hard copy application forms are available at 
the city clerk’s office inside City Hall, 700 N. 
Main St. All applications are due by Aug. 6.

Women’s co-op sale
Sophia’s Cricle and Las Cruces Chiapas 

Connection are hosting a sale of artisan prod-
ucts created by a variety of women’s groups 
throughout the border region from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Sunday, July 18, at Mountain View Mar-
ket, 1300 El Paseo Road. Women’s groups from 
Juárez, Vado, Anthony, Chaparral, Palomas, 
Mexico and Chiapas, Mexico, will be repre-
sented. For more information, call 571-1768.

County website ranked 
among the best

For the fifth consecutive year, the Center for 
Digital Government and the National Associa-
tion of Counties (NACo) have named Doña 
Ana County’s website among the best in the 
United States for counties with populations 
under 250,000. The county’s website is ranked 
third in the nation in its category – down from 
second in 2009, but still up from fourth in 

2008, eighth in 2007 and ninth in 2006. The 
website was overhauled in March 2005 in a 
joint project by the Doña Ana County Public 
Information Office and the Doña Ana County 
Information Technology Department. It is up-
dated on a near-daily basis. Visit the county’s 
website at www.donaanacounty.org.

Tour provider sought 
for Spaceport America

The New Mexico Spaceport Authority has 
issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) seeking bids 
for a contractor to provide regular sightseeing 
tours of the Spaceport America facilities and 
construction jobsite to the public. The NMSA 
wants to start regular weekend tour service 
as early as Sept. 1. Bidders are encouraged 
to obtain details from the RFP section of the 
spaceport’s website, www.spaceprortamerica.
com. Currently, the public can sign up for 
“Hard Hat Tours” of the spaceport at www.
spaceportamerica.com.

Explore! New Mexico 
hosts opening reception

The grand opening of Explore! New Mexico 
will take place with a ribbon cutting ceremony 
at 9 a.m. Monday, July 19, at La Llorona Park. 
Explore! New Mexico provides travel-related 
communication products for tourists and 
residents. A free continental breakfast will be 
provided.  For more information, visit www.
explorenewmexico.biz.

Grant to help expand 
Santa Teresa rail service

The state of New Mexico has been awarded a 
$1.23 million grant to help expand commercial 
rail service to the southern part of the state, ac-
cording to the office of U.S. Sen. Jeff Bingaman. 

Funding was awarded through the Economic 
Development Administration (EDA). Fund-
ing will be used to conduct a study to help de-
termine the feasibility of a bi-national railway 
bypass from south of Juárez to Santa Teresa in 
Doña Ana County.  The bypass would aide in 
international trade between Mexico and New 
Mexico by eliminating the current rail conges-
tion between Juárez and El Paso. The study will 
focus on environmental, engineering and fi-
nancial feasibility as well as impacts on security, 
timing and international trade.

PRC applies for $1 
million insurance grant

The New Mexico Public Regulation Com-
mission’s Division of Insurance has finalized a 
$1million federal grant application that, if ap-
proved, will help protect consumers from ex-
orbitant and unjustified health insurance rate 
increases through improved and enhanced rate 
review processes. The Health Insurance Pre-
mium Review Grants are being made available 
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), which 
has made significant alterations designed to 
improve the affordability of private health in-
surance and to increase transparency of the 
process by which rate increases are approved. 
All told, states are eligible for a total of $250 
million in ACA grants, which will be awarded 
over the next five years.

Community Champions 
nominations sought

Molina Healthcare is seeking nominations 
for its statewide Community Champions 
Awards, which are given to deserving indi-
viduals that have gone above and beyond to 
help their community. Applications are due 
Thursday, July 29 and may be accessed by vis-
iting www.molinahealthcare.com or emailing 
pamela.herrera@molinahealthcare.com.          

Briefs New Business 
Resources

City of Las Cruces 
541-2286 • www.las-cruces.org

200 N. Church St. • Las Cruces, NM 88005

Doña Ana County Planning Office
647-7237

www.donaanacounty.org/clerk/business
845 N. Motel Blvd. • Las Cruces, NM 88007

Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce
524-1968 • www.lascruces.org 

760 W. Picacho Ave. • Las Cruces, NM 88005

Hispano Chamber of Commerce de Las Cruces
523-2681 • www.hispanochamberlc.org

3530 Foothills Road, Ste. E • Las Cruces, NM 88011

Las Cruces Economic Development
Business Registration and Licensing

Economic Development Department • 541-2287
250 S. Main St. • Las Cruces, NM 88001

Mesilla Valley Economic Development Alliance 
525-2852 • www.mveda.com

505 S. Main St. • Las Cruces, NM 88001

NM Dept. of Taxation and Revenue
524-6225 • www.tax.state.nm.us

2540 El Paseo, Bldg. 2 • Las Cruces, NM 88001

Small Business Administration/SCORE 
523-5627 • www.zianet.com/score.397

505 S. Main St., Suite 125 • Las Cruces, NM 88001

Small Business Development Center
DACC • 527-7676 • www.nmsbdc.org/lascruces
2345 E. Nevada Ave. • Las Cruces, NM 88011

Town of Mesilla
524-3262 • www.mesilla-nm.org

2231 Avenida de Mesilla • Mesilla, NM 88046

WESST Corp Economic Team
541-1583 • www.wesst.org

P.O. Box 444 • Las Cruces, NM 88004

Las Cruces Downtown
525-1955 • www.lascrucesdowntown.org
138 S. Water St. • Las Cruces, NM 88005


