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Courtesy of the Community Foundation of 
Southern New Mexico 

Three years ago, board members at the 
Flickinger Center for Performing Arts in 
Alamogordo began working on a plan for sus-
tainability with Executive Director Jim Mack. 
They knew they wanted to meet current needs 
of the center, as well as future needs. 

“We have been talking about funding for 
the past three years,” Mack said. “First we set 
up an annual support campaign, and then we 
started talking about the future.”

 The annual Support Campaign helps to 
cover the operational costs of the Flickinger 
Center for Performing Arts, while ticket sales 
for events cover the cost for artist fees, pro-
ductions costs and other expenses associated 
with presenting events. 

“We get great support from the commu-
nity, but we still have a lot of facility issues,” 
Mack said of the 590-seat theater that opened 
in 1991. 

Since opening, the Flickinger Center has 
offered a variety of entertainment including 
concerts, plays, musicals, dance recitals and 
beauty pageants, both by professional stage 
companies and by local amateur groups. 

To meet the needs of the center, the group 
set up the Flickinger Center Endowment at 
the end of 2011 with the 
Community Founda-
tion of Southern New 
Mexico (CFSNM). 

“We had been look-
ing for some sort of 
vehicle to set up an en-
dowment,” Mack said. 
“We knew we needed 
to set something up for 
sustainability.”

Mack and board 

members met with CFSNM Executive Direc-
tor Luan Wagner Burn and learned more 
about long-term planning, as well as the his-
tory of the CFSNM. 

“Our focus is to use the endowment 
primarily to sustain the facility. The center has 
proven to be a very vital part of the community 
and this endowment will allow us to continue, 
and even improve, what we are offering the 
community,” Mack said, noting the choice to 
open the endowment within the CFSNM was 
the best choice. “The Community Foundation 
staff is available to help us grow the endow-
ment. They didn’t just take our money and say 
we are ready to go. They will offer education 
and training to help along the way.”

The Community Foundation of Southern New 
Mexico is dedicated to helping the southern New 
Mexico community now, and in the future. Founded 
in 2000, the Community Foundation offers opportu-
nities for local people who want to give back locally. 
The beauty of the foundation is that you need not 
be wealthy to make a positive difference in the lives 
of people throughout our area. Through the estab-
lishment of permanent funds you can sustain local 
charitable organizations, provide scholarships to 

area students and fulfill wishes that 
are close to your heart. Through our 

planned giving programs, you 
can honor loved ones or leave a 
legacy that benefits the people 
of southern New Mexico for 
generations to come. The Com-

munity Foundation of Southern 
New Mexico can advise you on 
how best to maximize contribu-
tions, no matter what size. For 
more information see our website 
at www.cfsnm.org or call Luan 
Wagner Burn at 521-4794. 
To donate, mail your check to 
CFSNM, 301 S. Church St., Suite 
H, Las Cruces, NM 88001.

Board, E.D. look to 
sustain the future
Flickinger Center in Alamogordo 
creates endowment for sustainability

The struggle between capitalism and 
communism effectively ended with the fall 
of the Soviet Union, of which the 20th an-
niversary occurred Dec. 25, 2011, Christ-
mas Day. 

Capitalism has won the day. Yet people 
continue to have concerns, especially in this 
era of continuing crisis. 

Capitalism comes in several flavors. 
Anglo-American capitalism – which 
emphasizes financial services – a moder-
ate safety net and rewards to innovation, is 
the dominant form globally. It has a lot to 
recommend it, but a by-product is a level 
of inequality that is increasingly undermin-
ing its legitimacy. 

Continental capitalism as practiced in 
Euro zones, periphery includes employ-
ment security, reasonable working hours, 
good pensions, long vacations and free 
or subsidized health care. This form of 
capitalism mitigates incentives, so is less 
successful at generating innovation, but 
also is suffers less from inequality.

At the other extreme, China’s Darwin-
ian capitalism is characterized by fierce 
competition, a weak social-safety net and 
widespread government intervention. 
China has managed to raise the standard of 
living of millions, but the Chinese system 
is cut throat in a way that is ironic given 
that China’s official status as a communist 
country. 

China’s rapid growth over the last two 
decades is the envy of the world. It has 
caused some to view China as a model for 
the future of Western capitalism. Others 

question the political sustainability of 
China’s system. If history is any indicator, 
the more likely outcome will be for China, 
as its citizens’ incomes rise, to adopt the 
norms of the advanced capitalist countries 
rather than the other way around.

Capitalism has achieved great success in 
creating wealth and raising the standard of 
living for much of the world. This success 
is particularly evident when compared with 
communism and heavy-handed socialism. 
Still, especially in this era of financial crisis, 
there is considerable discontent with the 
current system. 

Changing technology is likely to acer-
bate capitalisms problems. The Internet, 
for example, has allowed one retailer – 
Amazon – to gain an increasing share of 
the retail market while employing a small, 
well-paid staff. Thus, a small, well-paid elite 
benefit from Amazon’s technology; mean-
while, unemployment remains high in the 
Seattle region, where Amazon is based. 

Historically, technological progress has 
made labor more productive, but improve-
ments in pattern recognition have allowed 
technology to replace labor. Computers play 
chess, compete on game shows, perform 
legal document searches and make medical 
diagnoses more efficiently than humans. 

If, as I suspect, computers continue to 
displace workers, surplus labor will push 
down wages while the return to capital 
will increase. The consequence will be ever 
increasing income inequality, that is unless 
there is government intervention to prevent 
this. 

Christopher A. Erickson, Ph.D., is an associate 
professor of economics at New Mexico State Uni-
versity. He has taught economics for more than 25 
years. The views expressed here may not be shared 
by the regents or administration of NMSU. Erick-
son can be reached at chrerick@nmsu.edu.  

What is the alterative?
Anniversary of the fall of the Soviet Union 
highlights the dominance of capitalism
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Love is not abuse.
Please call our confidential hotline for help 

and information regarding any abuse or 
violence that may be impacting your life.

24-hour hotline.
526-9513 800-376-2272

Non-Emergencies: 526-2819
Programs for Domestic Violence Victims & Offenders
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Insurance questions? Give me a call.
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