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Insurance questions? Give me a call.

Lucas E. Herndon
Associate
496-6645

Lucas Herndon is an independent associate representing Aflac.

1730 Tier ra de Mesilla, Las Cruces
496-6645 or 647-8841
lucas_herndon@aflac.com

$50 FREE
$50 FREE

Really!

Courtesy of the Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico 

Even with the end of the year fast approaching, it’s not too 
late to make a difference now and forever; or make a commit-
ment to a year of giving. 

Dr. Jana Williams, a local pediatrician at Full Bloom Pedi-
atrics, and her husband, Richard, make giving a priority every 
year through time and money. 

“It’s something that’s always been important to me as far 
as giving back,” said Williams, who encourages giving among 
children Caroline, 11; Barrow, 9; and Cate, 6. “We want our 
children to see that a little bit of time and money can make a 
difference.”

Williams currently works with Healthy Kids Las Cruces 
and serves on the board for Mariposa Autism Service Center 
(MASC). 

“As a pediatrician, I see the needs out there,” she said. “I 
know that together we can collaborate and make a bigger dif-
ference. People in the community have the power to change the 
community.”

The Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico (CF-
SNM) is an organization that helps people, like the Williams 
family, do good now and forever in southern New Mexico. 

The CFSNM improved the health of more than 800 ado-
lescents by making health care more accessible and affordable 
through school based health centers; enhanced 1,000 middle 
school students’ understanding of science and increased their 
interest in becoming scientists and helped 16 women return 
to or continue to earn their university or community college 
degrees. In addition, the CFSNM brought $435,000 of new 
funding to the community and with the services and expertise 
offered, 23 community groups were able to 
raise money for their causes without hav-
ing to form their own charity. 

The CFSNM allows people to support 
a wide variety of funds focusing on issues 
such as literacy, social issues, the arts and 
health that support the seven southern 
New Mexico counties. 

This year, the CFSNM and the Wil-
liams family offered support to the Las 
Cruces Chamber Ballet in a unique way. 
The Williams family sponsored CFSNM 
Executive Director Luan Wagner Burn to 
star as Mother Ginger in The Nutcracker’s 
Sunday matinee.

“It’s important to find a group or organization that will al-
low you to give to your full potential,” Williams said. “Everyone 
can give in one way or another.” 

The Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico is 
dedicated to helping the southern New Mexico community now, 
and in the future. Founded in 2000, the Community Foundation 

offers opportunities for local people who 
want to give back locally. The beauty of the 
foundation is that you need not be wealthy 
to make a positive difference in the lives of 

people throughout our area. Through the 
establishment of permanent funds you can 
sustain local charitable organizations, provide 
scholarships to area students and fulfill 
wishes that are close to your heart. Through 
our planned giving programs, you can honor 
loved ones or leave a legacy that benefits the 
people of southern New Mexico for genera-
tions to come. The Community Foundation of 
Southern New Mexico can advise you on how 
best to maximize contributions, no matter 

what size. For more information see our website 
at www.cfsnm.org or call Luan Wagner Burn at 521-4794. To 
donate, mail your check to CFSNM, 301 S. Church St., Suite H, 
Las Cruces, NM 88001. 

Spreading the wealth
Seven counties benefit from giving now and in the future

Jana, 
Caroline, 
Richard, 
Cate and 
Barrow 
Williams 
devote time 
and money 
to make the 
community 
a better 
place. 

SBA accepting 
nominations 
Hall of Fame, Tibbetts awards 
to be presented in April 2012

The U.S. Small Business Administration is seeking 
nominations for awards honoring the critical economic 
role small businesses play in federally funded research and 
development through SBA’s Small Business Innovation 
Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer 
(STTR) programs.

Three awards will be given – one for companies that 
have participated in the SBIR/STTR programs, one for 
individuals who advocate on behalf of the programs and 
a third “Hall of Fame” award recognizing companies that 
have an extended period of extraordinary success of re-
search, innovation and product commercialization within 
the SBIR or STTR program. 

The Tibbetts Awards are named after Roland Tibbetts, 
who was instrumental in developing SBIR, a highly com-
petitive program to ensure small businesses get a chance 
to compete for federal research and development funding, 
along with the opportunities it provides to profit from 
commercialization of the technologies they develop.  

The SBIR and STTR programs currently account for 
more than $2.5 billion per year in federal research and de-
velopment funds and are coordinated by the SBA in coop-
eration with 11 other federal agencies with large external 
research and development budgets. 

The awards are presented to companies and individu-
als that are beacons of promise and models of excellence 
in high technology. Typical of past award winners are a 
Maine company that created a self-propelled and eco-
friendly “AquaPod” for sustainable aqua-culture. A previ-
ous Hall of Fame award winner that won numerous SBIR 
grants – a major west coast chip manufacturer – started 
with a staff of 35 and has expanded to a global work force 
of 17,500.

Selections for Tibbetts Awards are based on several fac-
tors, including the economic impact of the technological 
innovation, overall business achievement and demonstra-
tion of effective collaborations.

Nominations for these awards opened Dec. 15 and will 
close at 5 p.m. (EST) Jan. 31, 2012. Awards will be present-
ed in Washington, D.C., in April 2012. To submit a nomi-
nation, visit tibbetts.challenge.gov for Tibbetts Awards – 
companies and individuals. For Hall of Fame Awards, visit 
sbirhof.challenge.gov.


